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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF HAWAIʻI 
 
 
 

In the Matter of the 
 

HAWAIʻI PROBATE RULES 
 
 
 

ORDER AMENDING RULE 4 THE HAWAIʻI PROBATE RULES 
(By: Recktenwald, C.J., Nakayama, McKenna, Wilson, and Eddins, JJ.) 

 
  IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Rule 4 of the Hawaiʻi Probate

Rules is amended, effective July 1, 2023, as follows (new 

material is underscored): 

 

Rule 4. FORMAT OF DOCUMENTS. 
 (a) Compliance with Rules of the Circuit Courts. The form of 
pleadings, affidavits, and memoranda, and method of filing, shall comply with 
Rules 2 and 3 of the Rules of the Circuit Courts of the State of Hawaiʻi.  
Petitions, and initial responses or objections, together with any memoranda in 
support, shall not exceed 20 pages in length exclusive of affidavits, exhibits and 
attachments. Any further response, together with any memorandum in support, 
shall not exceed 10 pages in length exclusive of affidavits, exhibits and 
attachments. Upon the filing of an ex parte petition, and for good cause shown, 
the court may grant permission to exceed page limits. All attached exhibits shall 
have appropriately labeled tabs. Petitions, responses, or objections, including any 
supporting memoranda, exceeding 15 pages shall have a table of contents and a 
table of authorities. 
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COMMENTARY: 
 The Rules of the Circuit Courts of the State of Hawaiʻi 
technically apply to probate proceedings at this time, but those 
rules are primarily focused on the conduct of litigation, and so 
should be made inapplicable. Rule 2 of the Rules of the Circuit 
Courts of the State of Hawaiʻi, having to do with the mechanics of 
filing documents, and Rule 3 of the Rules of the Circuit Courts of 
the State of Hawaiʻi, having to do with the actual format of 
pleadings, are incorporated by reference to achieve consistency in 
the filing of documents received by the court, and to eliminate the 
need for documents receiving clerks to check more than one set of 
rules for filing requirements.  In addition, the page limits of 
pleadings set forth under Rule 7.1 of the Rules of the Circuit 
Courts of the State of Hawaiʻi are adopted, with the language 
modified in order to be consistent with the forms of the Probate 
Court pleadings. 

 
 

 DATED:  Honolulu, Hawaiʻi, February 27, 2023. 

     /s/ Mark E. Recktenwald

/s/ Paula A. Nakayama 

/s/ Sabrina S. McKenna 

/s/ Michael D. Wilson 

/s/ Todd W. Eddins 

 
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     

 




