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COVID-19 Protocols for In-Person Oral Arguments before the 
Hawai i Supreme Court and Hawai i Intermediate Court of Appeals 

Effective January 1, 2022 
 

 The Hawai‘i Supreme Court and the Intermediate Court of Appeals 
will be resuming in-person oral arguments effective January 1, 
2022.  To ensure the safety of all participants, the following 
guidelines will be followed: 
 
1. Everyone entering Ali iolani Hale to attend oral argument must 

satisfy the Judiciary’s building entry requirements, which 
includes symptom-free conditions (e.g., no fever or chills, 
cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, or other 
symptoms of respiratory illness or of COVID-19), no close 
contact with a person who has or is suspected to have COVID-19 
within 10 days of entry into the building, and compliance with 
the State’s Safe Travels program for anyone that has traveled 
outside Hawai i in 10 days of entry into the building. 

2. Everyone entering Ali iolani Hale will undergo a contactless 
temperature check at the time of entry.  No one will be 
allowed into the building with a temperature over 100.4°F. 

3. All attorneys and accompanying staff who attend oral argument 
must satisfy the vaccination and testing requirements as set 
forth in the Chief Justice’s November 12, 2021 “Order 
Regarding Requirements for Attorneys Entering Judiciary 
Facilities.”  Attorneys and accompanying staff members shall 
(a) verify full vaccination against COVID-19, or (b) supply 
proof of a negative COVID-19 test result from a test taken no 
more than seven days before entering the building. 

4. Members of the public will be allowed to attend oral argument, 
subject to building entry and capacity restrictions. 

5. Everyone must wear a covering over their nose and mouth at all 
times except while actively drinking water. 

6. Everyone must adhere to physical distancing of six feet or 
more. To maintain physical distancing, seating in the 
courtroom has been reconfigured, limiting the number of people 
attending oral argument to no more than 40 individuals total. 

7. Polycarbonate sheets have been constructed around the front 
and sides of counsel’s tables, around the front and sides of 
the bailiff and law clerk seating area, and will cover the top 
surface of the podium.   

8. Air cleaners will operate throughout the Courtroom. 
9. There will be enhanced cleaning of key surfaces throughout the 

courtroom. 
10. All Judiciary employees, volunteers, and  contractors are 

required to be vaccinated or provide a weekly negative COVID-
19 test. 


