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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF HAWAI'I
 

In the Matter of the
 

RULES OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF HAWAI'I
 

ORDER AMENDING RULES 1.14 AND 22 OF THE
 
RULES OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF HAWAI'I
 

(By: Recktenwald, C.J., Nakayama, McKenna, Pollack, and Wilson, JJ.)
 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Rules 1.14 and 22 of the
 

Rules of the Supreme Court of the State of Hawai'i are amended, 

effective January 1, 2019, as follows (deleted materials is
 

bracketed and stricken; new material is underscored):
 

Rule 1.  ADMISSION TO THE BAR 

* * * 
1.14. Mandatory professionalism course. 
(a) Professionalism Course. Each person licensed to practice law after 

July 1, 2001, shall, no later than December 31 of the year following the year of 
election of active status, complete the Hawai‘i Professionalism course conducted 
under the joint sponsorship of the Hawai‘i State Bar and the Supreme Court of 
Hawai‘i. This rule applies to every license issued after July 1, 2001, pursuant to 
any part of Rule 1 of the Rules of the Supreme Court of the State of Hawai‘i, 
except Rules 1.9 and 1.13. Completion of t[T]he required Hawai‘i 
Professionalism course is separate and distinct from other Mandatory Continuing 
[Professional]Legal Education (CLE) programs available through the Hawai‘i 
State Bar or other legal ethics associations and is traditionally offered only 
bi-annually, in November and June. The Hawai‘i State Bar shall notify attorneys 



facing administrative suspension pursuant to section (c) of this [r]Rule, 1 month 
prior to the final opportunity to complete the professionalism course, of the 
attorney’s impending administrative suspension. Failure to notify an attorney 
shall not, however, constitute grounds upon which the attorney may contest the 
imposition of administrative suspension. 

* * * 
(f) CLE Compliance.  Completion of the Professionalism Course 

awards 3 CLE credits for ethics that may be used to comply with the ethics CLE 
requirement imposed by Rule 22(b) of these Rules.  Newly licensed members 
who are exempt from CLE requirements in the year of their admission, pursuant 
to Rule 22(j) of these Rules, may carry forward these 3 CLE credits for ethics, 
earned by completing the Professionalism Course, into the subsequent year in 
which they are required to complete CLE credits.  See Rule 22(j) and 
Rule 22(c) of these Rules. 

Rule 22.  MANDATORY CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION. 
*** 

 (b) Ethics and Professional Responsibility Minimum.  At least once 
every 3 years in which CLE credits are required, every active  member shall 
complete 1 hour of approved ethics or professional responsibility education. 
This credit hour shall count toward the annual CLE requirement.  “Ethics or 
professional responsibility education” means those courses or segments of 
courses devoted to: 

(1) the Rules of Professional Conduct; 
(2) the professional obligations of the lawyer to the client, the judicial 

system, the public and other lawyers; 
(3) substance abuse and its effects on lawyers and the practice of law; or 
(4) client trust administration, bias awareness and prevention, and access 

to justice. 
(c) Carry Forward of Credit Hours. A member may carry forward 

from the previous reporting period a maximum of 3 excess CLE credit hours, 
including ethics credits. To be carried forward, the credit hours must have been 
earned during the calendar year immediately preceding the current reporting 
period. 

*** 

DATED: Honolulu, Hawai'i, September 25, 2018. 

/s/ Mark E. Recktenwald
 

/s/ Paula A. Nakayama
 

/s/ Sabrina S. McKenna
 

/s/ Richard W. Pollack
 

/s/ Michael D. Wilson
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