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Welcome
 
Aloha, 

I am pleased to present our 2016 Annual Report. This report highlights 
some of the Judiciary’s work over the past year and includes statistics on our 
caseloads and budget. We strive daily to fulfill our mission to administer 
justice in an impartial, efficient, and accessible manner in accordance with 
the law, knowing that our efforts have far-reaching impacts upon the lives 
and livelihoods of those who depend on our courts for resolving disputes and 
ensuring justice. 

Our role goes beyond deciding cases. We also address the problems that un-
derlie those disputes, and help to alleviate their human impact. 

The following pages provide an overview of our efforts to increase access 
to justice for all. This year, Hawai‘i was ranked among the top three states 
in the country for practices aimed at making access to justice a reality for all 
people. This is a testament to the hard work and commitment of our dedi-
cated Judiciary employees, volunteers, and support from the legislative and 
executive branches, Hawai‘i Access to Justice Commission, Hawai‘i  Justice 
Foundation, Hawai‘i State Bar Association and county bar associations, 
William S. Richardson School of Law, civil legal service providers, and all 
of our community partners. 

On behalf of the Judiciary, I would like to extend our sincere appreciation 
to the Governor and Legislature for their continued support of our access 
to justice initiatives, budgetary needs, legislative initiatives, and executive 
department partnerships. Our mission depends on our cooperation with all 
branches of government. We look forward to continuing that collaboration 
in the year to come. 

With warmest regards, 

Chief Justice Mark E. Recktenwald 
Hawai‘i Supreme Court 

Chief Justice Mark E. Recktenwald
	

The mission of the Judiciary, 
as an independent branch of 
government, is to administer 
justice in an impartial, 
efficient, and accessible manner 
in accordance with the law. 
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Access to Justice
 
The Hawai‘i State Judiciary is committed to increasing access to justice in our courts.  For members of the public 
who do not have legal representation, navigating the courts can be a daunting task.  Our mission is to deliver 
justice for all.  We do that in many different ways, both in the courtroom and in the community. 

Hawai‘i Ranks Third in Nationwide Access to Justice Study
 
The Justice Index 2016 Findings, 
released in May 2016 by the Nation-
al Center for Access to Justice, ranked 
Hawai‘i among the top three states in 
the country for practices aimed at mak-
ing access to justice a reality for all peo-
ple. The report measured the acces-
sibility of each state’s justice system 
in four categories:  attorney access 
for low-income litigants; support for 
self-represented litigants; support for 
litigants with limited English language 
proficiency; and support for people 
with disabilities. 

Hawai‘i was No. 1 in the country for 
providing support for people with lim-
ited English proficiency (LEP). The 
State Judiciary’s Office on Equality and 
Access to the Courts (OEAC) has im-
proved and increased the services avail-
able to Hawaii’s growing LEP popula-
tion. The Judiciary annually provides 
interpreting services for LEP clients 
in as many as 45 different languages. 
OEAC also conducts statewide manda-
tory staff training on language access 
services for all Judiciary staff, so that the 
Judiciary can uphold the highest standard 
of service. 

In addition, the OEAC coordinates 
382 interpreters for the Judiciary’s 
Court Interpreter Certification Program, 

and is working on translating court 
forms from English into the 12 to 14 
languages most frequently encoun-
tered in state courts. 

Hawai‘i ranked in the top five for 
providing support to self-represented 
litigants. The Hawai‘i State Judicia-
ry together with the Hawai‘i Access 
to Justice Commission and various 
community partners opened Self-Help 
Centers in every circuit in the state, 
where parties who cannot afford an 
attorney for their civil legal cases can 
get information from volunteer attor-
neys. The Judiciary has worked with 
the Bar organizations on each island 
to increase the hours of operation and 
number of volunteers available to assist 
individuals who cannot afford an attor-
ney. Since the first Self-Help Center 

opened in 2011, volunteer attorneys 
and AmeriCorps Advocates have as-
sisted more than 14,500 people, at 
almost no cost to the public. 

The Judiciary also partnered with the 
Legal Aid Society of Hawai‘i and 
the Hawai‘i State Bar Association to 
make self-help interactive court forms 
available online at LawHelp.org/HI. 
Twenty-three of the most frequently 
used civil legal forms are now avail-
able online, accompanied by state-of-
the-art software.  This software takes 
users through a step-by-step question 
and answer process to help complete 
the forms easily and correctly. For 
those who do not own a personal com-
puter or have Internet access, the Ha-
wai‘i State Public Library System pro-
vides access to these “A2J” (Access to 
Justice) self-help forms at 50 locations 
statewide. 

Hawai‘i ranked in the top seven for 
providing support for people with 
disabilities. The Hawai‘i State Ju-
diciary is recognized for providing 
website information on how to request 
an accommodation, for using only 
certified sign language interpreters in 
court, and providing information on 
how to file a complaint for anyone 
who has difficulty accessing court fa-
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cilities or services because of a disabil-
ity. Accommodations covered by the 
courts may include, but are not limited 
to, modifications to schedules to assist 
those with disabilities, and the cost of 
providing sign language interpreters or 
computer assisted real-time transcrip-
tion for persons who are deaf or have a 
hearing impairment. 

“None of this would be possible with-
out the leadership and hard work of the 
Hawai‘i Access to Justice Commission 
as well as our partnerships with the Ha-
wai‘i State Bar Association, county bar 
associations, William S. Richardson 
School of Law, Hawai‘i Justice Foun-
dation, Legal Aid Society of Hawai‘i, 
Volunteer Legal Services Hawai‘i, 
AmeriCorps, and other legal service 
providers,” said Chief Justice Mark 
Recktenwald. “I would especially like 
to acknowledge the work of hundreds 
of attorneys who have volunteered their 
time and talents to help those with the 
greatest need of legal support.” 

For more information about the Judi-
ciary’s programs and services avail-
able to the public, please visit our web-
site at www.courts.state.hi.us, or click 
on the “Language Access”, “ADA”, 
and “Access to Justice” tabs. 

Did you know? 
Since the first Self-Help Center 
opened in 2011, volunteer attor­
neys and AmeriCorps Advocates 
have assisted more than 14,500 
people, at almost no cost to the 
public. 

Hawai‘i Named Recipient for 
Justice For All (JFA) Grant 

The National Center for State Courts (NCSC) and the Public Welfare 
Foundation announced in November that the Hawai‘i State Judiciary (Ju-
diciary), the Hawai‘i Access to Justice Commission, and the Hawai‘i Jus-
tice Foundation (HJF) have been awarded a grant of nearly $100,000 to 
support efforts to enhance access to justice for all of Hawaii’s people. HJF 
has also committed to supplement the $99,520 grant by contributing an 
additional $10,000. 

More than 20 local access to justice leaders were personally involved in the 
grant application process, including judges, legislators, executive directors 
of civil legal service providers, the State Law Librarian, nine commission-
ers of the Access to Justice Commission, and directors of HJF. 

“Hawai‘i has undertaken a number of initiatives to increase access to jus-
tice, but our resources have been limited,” said Chief Justice Mark Reck-
tenwald. “We are excited to receive this grant which will enable us to 
expand those efforts. I’d like to acknowledge the leadership and commit-
ment of Justice Simeon R. Acoba (ret.), the Access to Justice Commission 
Chair, and Robert J. LeClair, Hawai‘i Justice Foundation Executive Direc-
tor. I’d also like to thank Governor David Ige and Representative Della 
Au Belatti for their continued partnership in helping us secure this funding. 
With the commitment and collaboration of our three branches of govern-
ment, Hawai‘i will establish sensible and sustainable ways to continue to 
increase access to justice for all of Hawaii’s citizens.” 

“We are grateful that Hawaii is being recognized for the work that is be-
ing done to increase access to justice and to provide services for those in 
need,” said Governor David Ige. “I am also proud of the Hawaii State 
Judiciary and all its stakeholders for its commitment to putting Hawaii at 
the forefront of Access to Justice initiatives.”

 “The Hawai‘i State Judiciary together with the Hawai‘i Access to Justice 
Commission and Hawai‘i Justice Foundation have made giant strides over 
the past decade in providing services to those who may not be able to af-
ford an attorney,” said Representative Della Au Belatti, who also serves 
on the Hawai‘i Access to Justice Commission.  

At the end of the 12-month grant period, Hawai‘i will apply for another 
grant to begin implementing the strategic action plan. 
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Launch of Free Legal Answers Online Tool
 
Volunteer Legal Services Hawai‘i 
(VLSH) launched a new service called 
“Hawai‘i Online Pro bono,” which is 
part of the American Bar Association 
Free Legal Answers national project. 
Hawai‘i Online Pro bono (HOP) al-
lows income-qualifying residents to 
simply register and post a question on 
a secure website (hawaii.freelegalan-
swers.org) where it will be reviewed 
and responded to by a volunteer attor-
ney who is a member of the Hawai‘i 
State Bar Association. 

“The goal of HOP is to provide an 
additional tool for individuals who 
cannot afford an attorney,” said Mi-
chelle Acosta, Executive Director of 
VLSH. “This free service enhances 
options for rural residents to ‘HOP’ 
on to the website anytime to seek an-
swers to basic legal questions and get 
high-quality responses that will help 
them better understand their situation 
and assess their options.” 

To access Hawai‘i Online Pro bono 
from the Hawai‘i State Judiciary 
website, click on the white "Access 
to Justice" tab located above the blue 
bar in the upper right side of every 
page of the website. When the drop-
down menu appears, click "Hawai‘i 
Online Pro Bono Portal." 

“Each of us in Hawai‘i has a stake in ensuring that all residents have equal access to justice. 
When access to justice is denied, justice becomes a mere illusion perceived as available only to 
those who can pay for it. Such a situation undermines a rule of law that is premised on the 
principle that all individuals stand equally before the law.” 

– Simeon R. Acoba, Hawai‘i Supreme Court Associate 

 Justice (ret.), Chair, Hawai‘i Access to Justice Commission
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Keeping Communities Safe
 

Many individuals in our criminal justice system are addicted to drugs or suffer from some form of mental illness. 
Hawaii’s courts have many programs to help people get the support and treatment they need to move their lives in 
a positive direction.  

Drug Court 
Drug Court is an innovative program 
that provides alternatives to incar-
ceration while saving taxpayer dol-
lars. Drug Court programs have been 
established on O‘ahu, the Big Island, 
Kaua‘i, Maui, and Moloka‘i to deal 
with many of the most troubled, most 
addicted offenders on supervision. As 
these offenders are the ones most in 
need of drug court services, the court 
gets a better cost-benefit return by fo-
cusing on helping them avoid incar-
ceration and become employed, drug-
free, law-abiding citizens. 

Drug Court requires an 18-month min-
imum commitment to the program, 
during which time clients participate 
in intensive court-based outpatient 
substance abuse treatment, along with 
intensive case management and pro-
bation supervision. The program’s 
services include frequent and random 
drug and alcohol testing, mental health 
evaluation and treatment, assistance 
with obtaining employment and hous-
ing, random home visits, strict cur-
few monitoring, and frequent review 
hearings before the Drug Court judge. 
Drug Court offers incentives and re-
wards to clients who maintain sobri-
ety and are either attending school or 
training, or are gainfully employed. 

HOPE 
Hawaii’s Opportunity Probation with 
Enforcement (HOPE), is an intensive 
supervision program with the goal of 
reducing victimization, crime, and 
drug use, while saving taxpayers’ dol-
lars spent on jail and prison costs. 

HOPE includes some of the toughest 
cases – high-risk probationers who have 
been identified as likely to violate the 
conditions of their probation or com-
munity supervision, or those having the 
most difficulty complying with the terms 
of their probation.  Research has shown 
that focusing on these cases results in the 
best outcomes and provides a better 
return for every probation dollar. 

Through creative new applications of 
existing laws and resources, HOPE 
has proven effective at both reducing 
crime and helping offenders, while 
saving millions of taxpayer dollars in 
the process. Hawai‘i has now become 
a national example of innovative com-
munity supervision. 

Number of HOPE Probation Sites 
Nationwide 
As of May 5, 2016: 

1. Alabama (5) 
2. Alaska (4) 
3. Arizona (13) 
4. Arkansas (6) 
5. California (1) 

6. Hawaii (8) 
7. Illinois (1) 
8. Indiana (1) 
9. Kansas (1) 

10. Kentucky (7) 
11. Lummi Nation (1) 
12. Maryland (2) 
13. Massachusetts (3) 
14. Michigan (18) 
15. Minnesota (1) 
16. Missouri (1) 
17. Nevada (1) 
18. North Carolina (statewide) 
19. New Hampshire (4) 
20. North Dakota (1) 
21. Ohio (3) 
22. Oregon (1) 
23. Pennsylvania (2) 
24. South Dakota (3) 
25. Tennessee (1) 
26. Texas (1) 
27. Vermont (1) 
28. Virginia (4) 
29. Washington (statewide) 

Number of HOPE Parole Sites Na­
tionwide 
As of May 5, 2016: 

1. Alaska (2) 
2. Colorado (1) 
3. Washington (statewide) 
4. New York (2) 
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Mental Health Court Veterans Treatment Court
 
The Judiciary’s First Circuit Mental 
Health Court (MHC) was established 
in response to the overrepresentation 
of people with mental illness in the 
criminal justice system, and the diffi-
culties associated with managing this 
particular population. Defendants 
with mental illness released to the 
community on supervision have diffi-
culty adhering to the terms and condi-
tions of probation. This population has 
extensive treatment and service needs 
that require supervision strategies that 
traditional courts are not designed to 
provide. 

The First Circuit MHC redirects of-
fenders from jail to community-based 
treatment with intensive supervision to 
ensure public safety and to support 
the recovery of defendants diag-
nosed with severe mental illness. 

In this collaborative program, com-
munity treatment providers offer spe-
cialized care for participants requiring 
psycho-social rehabilitation, psychiat-
ric treatment, substance abuse recov-
ery, and other individualized treatment. 
Upon admission to the MHC program, 
participants redirected from incarcera-
tion to treatment receive multiple ben-
efits that may include treatment and 
supervision support, reduced jail sen-
tences, and possible early termination 
of probation or dismissal of charges. 

Upon graduation, all defendants will 
have met required expectations and re-
ceived effective treatment, indicating 
solid progress and a sustainable plan 
for recovery. The MHC motivates par-
ticipants through graduated sanctions, 
rewards, and incentives. 

Veterans Treatment Court is the Judi-
ciary’s response to the unique needs of 
veterans who served in the U.S. Armed 
Forces and experienced difficulties ac-
climating back into society.  Veterans 
Treatment Court helps veterans and 
their families recover and regain 
their chance at a successful future. 

The program takes a holistic approach 
to helping veterans by providing them 
with the resources and treatment they 
need to recover, obtain steady employ-
ment, and return to being law-abiding 
citizens. 

An integral part of the program’s suc-
cess are volunteer veteran mentors 
from every branch of military service, 
who have an understanding of the dif-
ficulties these men and women are fac-
ing and walk alongside them through-
out the process of recovery. 

Studies show that Veterans Treatment 
Court participants experience signifi-
cant improvement in housing, relation-
ships and social connection, overall 
functioning and well-being, depres-
sion, posttraumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD), substance abuse, and mental 
and emotional health. 

The Veterans Treatment Court pro-
gram continues to grow as an increas-
ing number of attorneys submit appli-
cations for their clients to participate 
in the program. 

For more information please visit the 
Veterans Treatment Court page on the 
Hawai‘i State Judiciary website, under 
the “Special Projects & Events” tab. 

Left to right:  Veterans Treatment Court mentors John Bennett, Brent Oto and Margo 
Truax; Veterans Court Mentor Coordinator Serena Trehern; Veterans Treatment Court 
mentor Don Wood; First Circuit Veterans Treatment Court Presiding Judge Edward H. 
Kubo Jr.; and Veterans Treatment Court mentors Robert Kent and Mike Peacock. The 
mentors were standing by to assist at the Connect-A-Vet resource fair held on March 18, 
2016 in front of First Circuit Court.  
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DWI Court  
The Honolulu DWI Court Program 
was founded in 2013 to address an 
increase in fatal vehicle crashes in-
volving drivers under the influence of 
alcohol. This nationally recognized 
program targets the persistent problem 
of impaired driving in Hawaii and fo-
cuses on the repeat offenders. 

Compared to the national average, 
Hawai‘i has a high proportion of fatal 
crashes that involve impaired driv-
ing. The Honolulu DWI Court Pro-
gram aims to provide offenders with a 
comprehensive program that reduces 
individual recidivism rates, reduces 
societal financial burdens, and pro-
tects the community as a whole. 

In the DWI Court Program, partici-
pants attain sobriety through account-
ability at regular court appearances 
before a designated DWI Court judge, 
case management meetings, and par-
ticipation in an individualized treat-
ment program. Treatment includes 

alcohol and drug testing, individual 
and group counseling, and regular at-
tendance at self-help meetings. 

In addition to the personal improve-
ments that program participants expe-
rience during recovery, sustained sub-
stance abuse treatment and recovery 
for these individuals also amounts to a 
social and economic benefit as it pre-
vents future arrests. This reduction in 
recidivism benefits our community by 
improving public safety on our road-
ways and saving taxpayer money in 
costs to arrest, prosecute, and imprison 
these offenders.  

The Honolulu DWI Court Program is 
supported by partner organizations in-
cluding the Hawai‘i State Department 
of Transportation, Honolulu Police 
Department, Office of the Public De-
fender, Mothers Against Drinking and 
Driving (MADD) Hawai‘i Chapter, 
and the University of Hawai‘i Depart-
ment of Psychiatry. 

The DWI Court Program currently 
has 10 active participants and 33 
successful graduates with a zero 
percent recidivism rate for subse-
quent drunk driving arrests. 

Of the participants who entered the 
DWI Court Program, 42 percent had 
been convicted of their third OVUII 
(“operating a vehicle under the influ-
ence of an intoxicant”) and 21 per-
cent had been convicted of a second 
Hawai‘i Revised Statutes §291E-62 
(Operating a vehicle after license and 
privilege have been suspended or re-
voked for operating a vehicle under 
the influence of an intoxicant; penal-
ties) charge, making these participants 
eligible for the longer and more expen-
sive jail sentences upon future arrest. 

According to a 2012 National 
Highway Traffic Safety Ad­
ministration study, a repeat 
drunk driving offender is four 
times more likely to cause a 
deadly crash. 

Current Estimated Jail Costs for Conviction of
 
Operating a Vehicle Under the Influence of an Intoxicant (OVUII) 


Conviction Sentence Estimated Cost of Jail / occurrence 

H.R.S. §291E-62 - 2nd offense 30 days $4,200 

H.R.S. §291E-62 - 3rd offense 1 year $51,100 

Potential Cost Savings of DWI Court
 

DWI Program Length Cost Potential Cost Savings 

30 days $380 $3,820 

1 year $4,618 $46,482 
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Protecting Our Children and Families
 

In 1965, the Hawai‘i Legislature established the Family Court (Hawai‘i  Revised Statutes Chapter 571), to promote 
the reconciliation of distressed juveniles with their families, render appropriate rehabilitation and punishment to 
offenders, and reduce juvenile delinquency.  

For more than 50 years, Family Courts have been adjudicating family law cases and assisting families and children 
in need through a variety of special programs and services.  

Truancy Court 

Truancy is a major problem in the 
United States and it negatively impacts 
the futures of young people. Truancy 
has been clearly identified as one of 
the early warning signs of students 
headed for potential delinquent activ-
ity and dropping out of school, as well 
as placing students at higher risk of 
being drawn into behaviors involving 
drugs, alcohol, or violence. 

A 2006 study of inmates in Hawai‘i 
prisons revealed that 80-89% of in-
mates reported that they were truant 
from school. In addition, research 
shows that one of the hardest transi-
tions for truant students is the leap 
from middle school to high school. 
Students whose eighth grade atten-
dance was below 85% are most likely 
to become high school dropouts. 

Under the leadership of First Circuit 
Family Court Chief Judge R. Mark 
Browning, Judges Catherine H. Re-
migio and Lanson K. Kupau began a 
Truancy Court Pilot Project at Waianae 
Intermediate School, where the eighth 
grade attendance rate was below 85%. 

Together with the Department of Ed-
ucation, Department of the Attorney 
General, Public Defenders Office, 
and Family Court Probation, the first 
year results of the Pilot Project were 
measurable. As of December 2016, 
Waianae Intermediate School has 
an average daily attendance rate 
of 91% for the 2016-17 school year. 
Waianae Intermediate School also re-
ports 139 students have perfect at-
tendance thus far (throughout 1st and 
2nd quarter). 

Girls Court 

Girls Court is the Judiciary’s innova-
tive effort to stem the rising tide of 
female delinquency in Hawai‘i, where 
the proportion of female juvenile ar-
rests has been significantly higher 
than the national average.  Hawai‘i 
launched one of the nation‘s first Girls 
Court models in 2004 on O‘ahu. It has 
proven to be a remarkable success. 
Girls Court participants have commit-
ted 88% fewer violations of the law, 
98% fewer status offenses, and the 
number of runaways has decreased 
by 89%. 

Girls Court provides gender-specific 
programs and services that more ef-
fectively target at-risk and delinquent 
girls. Girls Court works on a strength-
based model to develop healthy rela-
tionships among the girls and their 
families, return the girls to school or 
appropriate educational programs, and 
introduce the participants to employ-
ment training and other opportunities 
in the community. 

“Miracles happen in Family Court every day.” 

– Deputy Chief Judge / Senior Family Court Judge R. Mark Browning 
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In Girls Court, the girls and their families join activities that they may have never participated in on their own, such as camping, surfing, playing 
Bingo with the elderly, cleaning out a lo‘i, and more.  Through the Girls Court process they realize their strengths and their personal value in the 
bigger picture of life.  (Photo courtesy of Tia Ikeno, Social Worker, O‘ahu Girls Court) 

Haleakalā Adventure 
Funded by the National Park Service 
and the Hawai‘i Pacific Parks Asso-
ciation, Girls Court participants were 
invited to visit Maui’s Haleakalā Na-
tional Park and Kīpahulu District. 

The group, accompanied by National 
Park Service staff, spent four days and 
three nights in July learning about Ha-
waiian species, ecology and Hawaiian 
culture. 

The girls had an opportunity to set up 
their own tents and prepare meals, en-
joy S’mores around a campfire and view 
the starry night high atop of the summit 
of the volcano.  They woke up early the 
second day to travel to the Haleakalā 
Visitor Center to chant at the sunrise. 
The day continued with a leisurely drive 
along the Hana Highway, stopping at 
a botanical garden, a black sand beach 

near Ke‘anae, and Hana Bay. After 
arriving at Kīpahulu, they did a short 
nature hike, and then back to set up camp 
and make dinner. 

Back at the visitor center, the girls 
learned from park staff how to make 
lauhala bracelets, necklaces and rings. 
It was a fantastic trip and Girls Court 
returned the favor to the Park Service 
by cleaning up the Kuloa Point Trail. 

Through activities like the Haleakalā 
Adventure, Girls Court brings partic-
ipants together and creates a safe en-
vironment within the group where the 
girls can learn how to work through 
issues from others who have similar 
experiences. The activities are also in-
tended to open the girls' worldview so 
that they can more readily see positive 
possibilities for themselves. 

Photo courtesy of Tia Ikeno, Social Worker, 
O‘ahu Girls Court, July 2016. 
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Natural Resources and the Environment
 
The goal of the Hawai‘i Environmental Court is to ensure the fair, consistent, and effective resolution of cases 
involving the environment. 

Environmental Court  
Hawaii’s Environmental Courts were 
established pursuant to Act 218, Ses-
sion Laws of Hawai‘i 2014, enacted 
as Hawai‘i Revised Statues Chapter 
604A “Environmental Courts.” This 
made Hawai‘i only the second state in 
America to have a statewide environ-
mental court. 

Hawaii’s Environmental Courts have 
broad jurisdiction, covering water, for-
ests, streams, beaches, air, and moun-
tains, along with terrestrial and marine 
life. 

Key contributors to the implemen-
tation of the Environmental Courts 
across the state include the police 
departments, prosecuting attorneys 
office, public defenders office, the 
private defense bar, corporation coun-
sels, the Department of the Attorney 
General, the Department of Land and 
Natural Resources Division of Con-
servation and Resources Enforcement, 
court administrators, chief judges, as 
well as district and circuit court judges 
assigned to the Environmental Courts. 

Environmental Court:  District Court Case Initiations
 
July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016 - By Type of Charge
 

First 
Circuit 

Second 
Circuit 

Third 
Circuit 

Fifth 
Circuit 

Total 

• Fishing & Marine 
Life Violations 

97 117 31 9 254 

• Open 
      Fires 

13 11 1 5 30 

• Endangered species 
/ preservation of 
public property 

1 16 5 1 23 

• Weapons &       
Firearms 

7 6 13 

• Motor Vehicles / 
Parking 

75 324 7 55 461 

• Public 
      Order 

201 98 70 122 491 

• Alcohol &        
Drugs 

14 16 14 1 45 

• Hunting 
      Related 

10 43 59 6 118 

• Animal 
      Control 

16 8 8 32 

• Boating & Boat 
Operation 

120 239 34 10 403 

• Other 34 35 16 3 88 

All Charge Codes 581 914 251 212 11,958 
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Participation in the Global Community 

The Judiciary continues to engage in collaborative relationships with leaders from around the world.  Today we 
live in a global community where the exchange of ideas with people from other parts of the world presents opportunities 
to learn new and improved ways of addressing social problems and providing justice for the people of Hawai‘i.  

Hawai‘i Supreme Court at the 2016 
IUCN World Conservation Congress 
Hawai‘i Supreme Court Chief Justice Mark Reck-
tenwald, Associate Justice Sabrina McKenna, 
Associate Justice Richard Pollack, and Associate 
Justice Michael Wilson were featured speakers 
at the 2016 International Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN) World Conservation Congress 
“Judges and Nature” colloquium. 

The session also featured a number of Hawaii’s en-
vironmental court judges from around the state who 
discussed a variety of topics, including the responsi-
bilities of judges in environmental disputes. 

2016 India-Hawai‘i Law Symposium 
Hawai‘i State Judiciary justices, judges, and ad-
ministrators joined distinguished judicial col-
leagues and representatives from the Government 
of India, Governor David Ige, state legislators, 
partners from the Department of Land and Natu-
ral Resources (DLNR), and University of Hawai‘i 
deans and staff members, for the 2016 India-Ha-
wai‘i Law Symposium. 

One of the key recommendations by the Environ-
mental Court Working Group was to develop edu-
cational programs and community service opportu-
nities as sentencing alternatives to allow courts to 
more directly address environmental harm caused 
by resource violations. 

Governor Ige (pictured center) signed Act 67, or 
SB2453, HD1,CD1, into law at the Symposium. 
This law authorizes the court to require a person 

Left to right:  Hawai‘i Supreme Court Chief Justice Mark Reckten­
wald; National High Court of Brazil Justice Antonio Benjamin; IUCN 
Director-General Inger Andersen; Hawai‘i Supreme Court Associate 
Justice Michael Wilson; and UNEP Division of Environmental Law 
and Conventions Director Elizabeth Mrema on the IUCN “Judges and 
Nature” colloquium panel. (Photo courtesy Nick Bryner) 

who violates certain laws pertaining to aquatic resources to complete 
an aquatic resources class administered by the DLNR in addition to 
or in lieu of paying a monetary fine, and to perform community 
service administered by DLNR in lieu of paying a monetary fine. 
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Alternative Dispute Resolution 

The Hawai‘i State Judiciary’s Center for Alternative Dispute Resolution (CADR) is dedicated to promoting the practice and 
use of alternative dispute resolution (ADR) processes throughout Hawai‘i.  Mediation, arbitration, facilitation, and coaching 
are ADR practices that provide an “alternative” to litigation.  ADR processes put the final decision into the hands of the 
disputing parties while encouraging discussion and collaborative exploration of mutually acceptable solutions. 

Local Businesses “Adopt-a-Court” to Help State Judiciary Expand 

Hawaii’s Mediation Services 

The Hawai‘i State Judiciary is partner-
ing with The Mediation Center of the 
Pacific (MCP) in an innovative pro-
gram to help expand the availability 
of mediation services in the islands. 
The MCP’s Adopt-A-Court Program 
provides opportunities for local busi-
nesses to “adopt” a district court and 
have members of their management 
team trained to serve as volunteer me-
diators for small claims and summary 
possession cases. 

The Adopt-A-Court Program was 
created by the Mediation Center of 
the Pacific in 2014 to expand the pool 

of mediators in the district courts 
throughout O‘ahu. To date, the Me-
diation Center has recruited two com-
panies to participate in the Adopt-A-
Court Program. The Islander Group 
adopted the Wahiawa District Court 
and Hawaiian Cement adopted the 
‘Ewa District Court. 

Resolution of cases through mediation 
is advantageous to not only the settling 
parties, but to the courts, and taxpay-
ers as well. Settling parties benefit 
through private resolution of their cas-
es with significantly less of the uncer-
tainty, stress, time, and expense often 

involved in litigation. Reducing the 
courts’ caseload allows the courts to 
resolve other cases more quickly and 
to decrease case processing time.  This 
promotes speedier resolution of those 
cases that remain before the court, 
which in turn benefits the broader 
community. 

For information on mediation 
and other options for alternative 
dispute resolution, visit the CADR 
webpage: www.courts.state.hi.us 

Over the past two years, Adopt-A-Court Program mediators from The Islander Group and Hawaiian Cement have helped hundreds of people 
resolve their disputes and avoid litigation.  The program also benefits participating companies whose employees receive valuable training in 
mediation and negotiation – skills they need for success in the workplace.  
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Judges Lead Grassroots Effort to Help Landlords and Tenants Curb Evictions
 
First Circuit District Court Judges Hil-
ary B. Gangnes and Michael K. Tan-
igawa are leading a grassroots effort 
called STAE (Steps to Avoid Evic-
tion). STAE’s mission is to find ways 
to ensure that landlords get paid the 
rent they are owed and tenants are not 
evicted, by encouraging tenants and 
landlords to use available resources in 
a more timely and effective manner. 

“There are a lot of organizations and 
people out there who want to help,” 
said Judge Michael Tanigawa. “The 
first step was getting everyone togeth-
er in one room to discuss current land-
lord and tenant challenges and to see 
how we could more effectively part-
ner together and use the resources we 
have. The next step was getting essen-
tially a one-stop-shop of information, 
listing the collective resources and 
services currently offered to landlords 
and tenants.” 

The grassroots effort includes repre-
sentatives from the State Department 
of Human Services, Homeless Pro-
grams Office; City & County of Hono-
lulu, Department of Community Ser-
vices; University of Hawaii’s William 

S. Richardson School of Law, Students 
for Public Outreach and Civics Edu-
cation; Consumer Credit Counseling 
Service of Hawai‘i; Legal Aid Society 
of Hawai‘i; Helping Hands Hawai‘i; 
Catholic Charities Hawai‘i; Mediation 
Center of the Pacific; and landlord at-
torneys David Chee, Kenneth Lau, and 
Richard Yanagi. The group put together 
an informational flyer, which was dis-
tributed throughout the community. 

“By the time the landlord-tenant cases 
come to us, it is frequently too late,” 
said Honolulu District Civil Lead Judge 
Hilary B. Gangnes. “We see many 

mom-and-pop landlords struggling to 
make ends meet after their tenants have 
skipped months of rent. We also see 
tenants who are drowning in mounting 
bills, often after unexpected circum-
stances. The key is early intervention. 
We hope by providing more collabo-
rative information, we can help save 
landlords and tenants time and money, 
as well as curb evictions.” 

For more information, please visit the 
STAE page on the Hawai‘i State Ju-
diciary website, under the Special 
Projects tab. 

Summary Possession, Security Deposit, and Ejectment Cases 
in District Court, 1/1/2009 through 12/31/2015 

Summary 
Possession 

Security 
Deposit 

Ejectment 
Cases 

All 
Potential 

2009 2,476 354 63 2,893 

2010 2,539 346 224 3,109 

2011 2,897 355 317 3,569 

2012 2,562 330 41 2,933 

2013 2,637 332 35 3,004 

2014 2,532 289 52 2,873 

2015 2,340 365 55 2,760 

Totals 17,983 2,371 787 21,141 

The Hawai‘i State Judiciary provides free on-site mediation services for all small claims and residential 
landlord/tenant cases�  For Fiscal year 2016, the Hawai‘i State Judiciary has served 7,762 clients� 

No. Clients Served 
(unduplicated) 

Cases Served 
(pending from prior 
period + new cases) 

New Cases 
Opened 

Direct Court 
Referrals 

(of the new cases opened) 

FY16Q1 1,745 1,061 757 448 

FY16Q2 2,074 1,182 866 594 

FY16Q3 1,832 1,062 744 491 

FY16Q4 2,111 1,137 837 539 

FY16 Total 7,762 4,442 3,204 2,072 

Hawai‘i State Judiciary Annual Report 2016  Page 17 



         

 

 
 

 
 

    
  

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 

 
   

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kona Judiciary Complex
 

The Hawai‘i State Judiciary is committed to building a centralized courthouse in Kona to meet the critical legal 
needs of the West Hawai‘i community.  The courthouse will provide improved access to the civil, criminal, and 
family court justice system. 

Hawai‘i State Judiciary Breaks Ground on the Kona Judiciary Complex Project
 
The Hawai‘i State Judiciary 
joined its partners in a tradi-
tional Hawaiian groundbreak-
ing ceremony in October to 
celebrate the beginning of 
construction of the Kona Ju-
diciary Complex. About 250 
people gathered at the future 
site of the courthouse, which 
is a 10-acre site in Keahuolū, 
North Kona. 

The dedication included the 
traditional pīkai (ritual sprin-
kling of salted waters) with 
accompanying pule kāhea 
(Hawaiian prayer chants) to sanctify 
the premises.  Kahu Daniel Akaka, Jr. 
said a special prayer for the leaders 
involved in this project as well as the 
workers who will be involved in the 
construction of the new courthouse. 

The Kona Judiciary Complex will meet 
the critical needs of the West Hawai‘i 
community and provide improved ac-
cess to the civil, criminal, and family 
court justice system. Currently, pro-
ceedings are held in three different loca-
tions in Kona, in buildings not designed 
to serve as courtrooms. 

“This is a momentous day for me, both 
professionally and personally,” said 
Chief Judge Ronald Ibarra. “I was born 

Kahu Daniel Akaka, Rep. Virginia Isbell (ret.), and Anna Akaka 
perform the blowing of the pū to annouce the commencement of 
construction on the new Kona Judiciary Complex. 

in the courthouse where I work today 
– it used to be the Old Kona Hospital. 
But the building is more than 75 years 
old and we need to be able to provide 
the infrastructure to deliver justice for 
generations to come. This ground-
breaking symbolizes the future, while 
bringing with us the solid foundation 
we have built thus far.” 

The Hawai‘i State Judiciary thanked the 
Legislature for appropriating the $90 
million needed to construct the build-
ing, which will enable the Judiciary to 
provide the West Hawai‘i community 
with a secure, efficient, and modern 
court facility that will accommodate the 
area’s projected growth in population 
and court caseload. 

The 140,000 square foot com-
plex will be a three-story facil-
ity with five courtrooms, a law 
library, self-help center, con-
ference rooms, holding cells, 
witness rooms, attorney inter-
view rooms, and a grand jury 
meeting room. The design in-
cludes space for future expan-
sion or courtroom additions. 
Plans also provide 290 parking 
stalls for public and employee 
vehicles. 

“This would not be possible 
without the support of the Leg-

islature and Governor David Ige,” said 
Chief Justice Mark Recktenwald.  “I’d 
like to especially recognize the lead-
ership of Representative Sylvia Luke 
and the members of House Committee 
on Finance; Senator Jill Tokuda and 
the members of the Senate Committee 
on Ways and Means; Senator Gilbert 
Keith-Agaran and the members of Sen-
ate Committee on Judiciary and Labor; 
and Representative Karl Rhoads and 
the members of the House Committee 
on Judiciary. I would also like to ac-
knowledge the deep commitment and 
enormous efforts of Representative 
Nicole Lowen, Senator Josh Green, 
the late Senator Gil Kahele, and all 
the Big Island legislators. These part-
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ners were key to providing this much 
needed courthouse to the people of West 
Hawai‘i. Because of their commitment, 
the people of West Hawai‘i will have a 
courthouse that will support our justice 
system in this community for many, 
many years to come.” 

Chief Justice Recktenwald also thanked 
members of the West Hawai‘i Bar As-
sociation, the Hawai‘i County Bar As-
sociation, and the Hawai‘i State Bar 
Association (HSBA). “I appreciate the 
support of the bar presidents and ex-
ecutive directors who have supported 
this project through the years.” 

The new complex was designed by 
Architects Hawai‘i with the goal of 
keeping the building’s architecture 
consistent with the West Hawai‘i com-
munity. In December 2014, Architects 
Hawai‘i invited the public to view the 
preliminary renderings and design 
plans and solicited its input and feed-
back. The interior design will reflect 
local culture, landscape, and values. 
The building is also designed to be 
water, energy, and environmentally ef-
ficient and sustainable. 

The Notice to Proceed was formally 
issued on October 28, 2016, signaling 
the official start of construction. Nan 
Inc. is the general contractor and Rider 
Levett Bucknall was selected to sup-
port Construction Management on this 
project.  Construction is expected to be 
complete in 2019. 

Chief Justice Mark Recktenwald shakes hands with Third Circuit Chief Judge Ronald 
Ibarra as Kahu Daniel Akaka and wife Anna Akaka help open the site of the new 
Kona Judiciary Complex for construction.  

Above:  Artist renderings of the Kona Judiciary Complex.  
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Investing in Future Generations
 
The future of our system of government depends on the public’s understanding of the principles that are 
fundamental to our system of democracy, including individual liberties, the rule of law, and the protections these 
doctrines provide. 

Each year, the Hawai‘i State Judiciary invests in our future generations by engaging students in outreach 
programs and special events designed to help them better understand the judicial system. 

Courts in the Community 
Courts in the Community is an Prior to the court convening on a The Hawaii State Bar Association and 
educational outreach program that campus, students  learn about the judicial county bar associations have provided 
gives high school students unique, system and the appellate process using financial support for students partic-
hands-on experiences in how the a curriculum developed by the Kame- ipating in the program.  Bar associa-
Hawai‘i judicial system works.  Under hameha V Judiciary History Center tion attorneys volunteer their time to 
the Courts in the Community program, and the Students for Public Outreach facilitate the students' participation in 
the full, five-member Hawaii Supreme and Civic Education of the University of a moot court exercise involving the ac-
Court travels to Hawai‘i high schools to Hawaii’s William S. Richardson School tual case that will be argued when the 
hear oral argument in an actual case. of Law. court comes to campus. 

Courts in the Community 
Participation 2012 - 2016 

As part of Courts in the Community, the Hawai‘i Supreme Court 
heard oral argument at McKinley High School in October 2016.  Pic­
tured above, Chief Justice Recktenwald spends time with students from 
McKinley's Mock Trial Team to discuss what they learned about our 
system of justice, and exchange ideas on the future of government in 
Hawai‘i. 

Semester 
/ Year 

Host 
School 

Number of 
Students 

Spring 
2012 

Farrington High School 
(O‘ahu) 

200 

Fall 
2012 

Baldwin High School 
(Maui) 

450 

Fall 
2013 

Waiakea High School 
(Hawai‘i Island, Hilo) 

200 

Spring 
2014 

Kealakehe High School 
(Hawai‘i Island, Kona) 

475 

Fall 
2014 

Mililani High School 
(O‘ahu) 

350 

Spring 
2015 

Kaua‘i High School 
(Kaua‘i) 

300 

Fall 
2015 

Waianae High School 
(O‘ahu) 

350 

Fall 
2016 

McKinley High School 
(O‘ahu) 

470

  Total 2,795 
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Judiciary History Center 
The Judiciary History Center offers schools, colleges, and the general public a number of law-related educational activities 
and resources. In the past year alone, the Center welcomed over 58,000 visitors, including more than 16,000 students, help-
ing them become more informed, involved, and effective citizens. The Center’s website also offers prepared lessons for use in 
the classroom and in the Restored 1913 Courtroom. For more information visit their website at jhchawaii.net. 

Mock Trials 
At the Judiciary History Center, groups of students have the opportunity 
to participate in a mock trial, gaining first-hand experience of how cases 
go to trial and how individual rights are exercised and protected in our 
system of justice. 

Law and Justice Summer 
Program 
In June, high school students from the 
University of Hawaii’s “Law and 
Justice Summer Program” visited the 
Hawai‘i State Supreme Court, where 
they met with Chief Justice Mark 
Recktenwald, Associate Justice Paula 
Nakayama, and other Judiciary per-
sonnel. 

The Kamehameha V Judiciary History 
Center helped arrange for the partici-
pants to observe a Circuit Court trial, 
speak with Judiciary personnel, as 
well as tour the Judiciary History Cen-
ter and Hawai‘i Supreme Court. 

Constitution Day 2016 
In observance of Constitution Day 2016, groups of students met with Ha-
wai‘i Supreme Court Chief Justice Mark Recktenwald and Intermediate 
Court of Appeals Associate Judge Lisa Ginoza, for an overview of the Ha-
wai‘i state courts and the role of judges and the courts in protecting the 
legal rights of all citizens and residents of the United States. 
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People Making a Difference
 
The Hawai‘i State Judiciary’s accomplishments reflect the dedication of the more than 1,800 individuals who are 
part of the court system.  Each day, these employees work towards fulfilling our mission, knowing that their efforts 
have far-reaching impacts upon the lives of those who depend on the courts to resolve disputes and ensure justice. 

OEAC Director Debi Tulang-De Silva Receives HSBA’s 2016 Golden Gavel Award 
Debi S. Tulang-De Silva, Program Director of the Hawai‘i State 
Judiciary’s Office on Equality and Access to the Courts (OEAC), re-
ceived the Hawai‘i State Bar Association’s (HSBA) prestigious Golden 
Gavel Award at the 2016 HSBA Bar Convention and Annual Meeting. 

The interpreter certification program Tulang-De Silva developed has 
been a source of great pride for the Judiciary, and has served as a role 
model for other state courts seeking to develop interpreter certification 
programs. She also developed and implemented a comprehensive lan-
guage access program that provides free language services to court users. 

In 2016, Hawai‘i was recognized by the National Center for Access to 
Justice as the leading state in the country for supporting people with 
limited English proficiency (LEP). Under Tulang-De Silva’s leader-
ship, OEAC improved and increased the services available to Hawaii’s 
growing LEP population. The Judiciary annually provides interpreting 
services for LEP clients in as many as 45 different languages.  OEAC also conducts statewide mandatory training for all 
staff on language access services so that the Judiciary can uphold the highest standards of service. 

Associate Judge Daniel Foley Receives  HSBA’s 2016 Ki‘e Ki‘e Award 
Intermediate Court of Appeals Associate Judge Daniel R. 
Foley received the Hawai‘i State Bar Association’s (HSBA) 
Ki‘e Ki‘e Award at the 2016 HSBA Bar Convention and Annual 
Meeting. The Ki‘e Ki‘e Award recognizes an attorney for out-
standing provision of professional legal services at no charge to 
the recipient. 

Judge Foley has served in many pro bono and community ser-
vice capacities, including: serving as a Peace Corps volunteer 
in the Kingdom of Lesotho in southern Africa; working in Mi-
cronesia, assisting legislative bodies; pro bono service as an 
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the western Pacific 
Ocean’s Republic of Palau; serving as the first Director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union in Hawai‘i; working with Save 
Sandy Beach, and serving as a member, and as the Chairperson, of 
the Access to Justice Commission from 2010 through 2015. 

Office on Equality and Access to the Courts Program 
Director Debi Tulang-De Silva (center) with OEAC 
Court Interpreting Services Coordinator Melody 
Kubo (left), and Director, Intergovernmental & Com­
munity Relations Susan Pang Gochros (right), at the 
2016 HSBA Bar Convention and Annual Meeting. 

From left:  Hawaii Intermediate Court of Appeals Associate 
Judge Lisa Ginoza, Judge Alexa Fujise, Chief Judge Craig Na­
kamura, Judge Daniel Foley, Chief Justice Mark Recktenwald, 
Judge Katherine Leonard, and Judge Lawrence Reifurth celebrate 
Judge Foley's selection for the HSBA’s 2016 Ki‘e Ki‘e Award. 
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Judge Chan Named 2016 Jurist of the Year
 
First Circuit Court Chief Judge Der-
rick H.M. Chan was presented with the 
2016 Jurist of the Year Award by Chief 
Justice Mark E. Recktenwald. 

The Jurist of the Year recognizes a full-
time trial judge who exhibits exceptional 
judicial competence, evidenced by deci-
sional quality; significant extra-judicial 
contributions to the administration of 
justice; and active participation in public 
service to the community at large. 

Judge Chan was first appoint-
ed as a Circuit Court Judge 
of the First Circuit in August 
2000 and served as the Deputy 
Chief Judge and Administrative 
Judge of the Criminal Division 
from January 2005 through 
July 2009.  He has been the 
Chief Judge of the First Circuit 
since December 31, 2009. 

Chief Justice Presents Spirit of Justice Awards
 
Hawai‘i Justice Foundation (HJF) Pres-
ident William S. Hunt and Adminis-
trative Director of the Courts Rodney 
Maile were presented with the Spirit of 
Justice Awards at the HJF 2016 Annual 
Meeting. The award is given annually to 
individuals who have made a substantial 
contribution to access to justice. 

Rodney Maile, the Administrative Di-
rector of the Courts, was recognized for 
his “untiring commitment to increasing 

Above:  First Circuit Chief Judge Derrick H.M. Chan (left) 
accepts the 2016 Jurist of the Year award from Chief Justice 
Mark E. Recktenwald. 

access to justice,” which in-
cludes his work on projects 
such as establishing self-
help centers in courthouses 
across the state, improving 
access to the courts for 
those with limited English 
proficiency, and cultivating 
key partnerships to expand 
the reach of the Access to 
Justice movement. 

From left:  Hawaii Justice Foundation President William 
Hunt; Hawaii State Supreme Court Chief Justice Mark 
Recktenwald; Administrative Director of the Courts Rod­
ney Maile; and Hawaii Justice Foundation Executive Di­
rector Robert J. LeClair, at the Hawaii Justice Foundation 
2016 Annual Meeting. 

Judge Cardoza Recognized for Making 
a Difference in the Community 

Second Circuit Chief Judge Joseph Cardoza was selected as 
a recipient of The Maui News’ “People Who Made a Difference 
Awards.” Judge Cardoza was praised as a visionary leader, as 
well as a kind, compassionate, giving man – both in and out of 
the courtroom. 

Left:  The cover of The Maui News' People Who Made a Difference, 
featuring Second Circuit Chief Judge Joseph Cardoza (far right).  
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Volunteers in Public Service to the Courts (VIPS) 
The Hawai‘i State Judiciary celebrated the 45-year anniversary of its Volunteers in Public Service (VIPS) 
to the Courts Program by acknowledging the contributions of 1,322 O‘ahu participants at its annual 
Volunteer Recognition Ceremony.  In the past fiscal year, First Circuit (O‘ahu) volunteers provided more 
than 52,000 hours of combined service, for a total estimated in-kind donation of almost $450,000 to 
the Hawai‘i State Judiciary.    

In the past 45 years, the VIPS Pro-
gram has had more than 20,000 vol-
unteers contributing more than 14 

million hours to the Hawai‘i State 

Judiciary, supporting staff and di-
rectly assisting the public. The Judi-
ciary is currently the only branch of 

our state government with a formal 

volunteer program, and our volun-
teers are an integral part of the Judi-
ciary’s mission.  


For information on volunteer oppor-
tunities with the Hawai‘i state court 

system, visit the VIPS web page at: 

www.courts.state.hi.us/outreach/ 
volunteer_opportunities, or call       
(808) 539-4880. 

Community Engagement 
In 2016 Hawai‘i judges, justices, and	 The Food Basket, Inc. 
Judiciary staff gave of their time and	 The Big Island Veterans 
talents in a variety of community en-	 Treatment Court partic-
gagements.	 ipated in Hilo Veterans 

Day Parade. On Kaua‘i,
On O‘ahu alone, 18 judges met with Drug Court clients per-
1,214 students from 23 schools during formed several com-
43 educational events. The Judiciary munity service projects 
History Center hosted over 250 indi- throughout the year, in-
viduals who attended the Center's reg- cluding regular main-
ular evening programs, which are open tenance of Hanamaulu 
to the public free of charge.  Beach Park through the 
Kona Drug Court volunteers collected 	 Kaua‘i County Adopt-A-
415 pounds of food and over $535 for 	 Park Program. 

Administrative Director of the Courts Rodney Maile (left) and Chief Justice 
Mark Recktenwald (right) celebrate the Judiciary’s 45th Anniversary of the 
Volunteers in Public Service (VIPS) program with Volunteer Millie Botel­
ho (center).  Botelho has been volunteering with the courts for more than 20 
years, following her 30-year career with the Judiciary. 

Second Circuit Family Court Judge Lloyd A. Poelman (third 
from the left) and Second Circuit District Court Judge Adrianne 
Heely (fourth from the left) join fellow presenters and event 
organizers to celebrate the success of their October 26, 2016 
Outreach Workshop for the Lana‘i Keiki Network and the 
Lana‘i community. 
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Hawai‘i State Judiciary Website 
Voted #1 in the Nation 

The Hawai‘i State Judiciary’s website was 
voted number one in the National Associa-
tion for Court Management’s (NACM) Top 10 
Court Technology Solutions Awards for 2016. 
The awards are given each year to courts that 
make the best use of technology to improve 
court services and access to the public. 

Entries from across the United States were 
reviewed by a panel of nine judges using a variety of criteria for com-
paring the award submissions, including: interactive capabilities; ease 
of access to public records; user interface; optimization for mobile de-
vices; and accessibility.  

According to the judges, the success of the Hawai‘i State Judiciary’s 
website was due, in part, to the innovations Hawai‘i has used to sig-
nificantly improve access to the courts – especially for self-represented 
litigants and those with limited English proficiency. Hawai‘i includes 
information in more languages than the majority of U.S. courts and the 
website is easy to navigate. 

        

 

 

  
  

  
  

 
 
 
 

   

 
  

 

 

 

   
  

 
 

  

 

   

 

 

Information Technology for Improved Access
 
The mission of the Hawai‘i State Judiciary is to administer justice in an impartial, efficient and accessible manner 
in accordance with the law.  Technology plays a vital role in fulfilling that mission by providing the broadest 
possible access to the court’s programs, services, and information.  

Ho‘ohiki Upgrade 
The Hawai‘i State Judiciary made up-
grades to Ho‘ohiki, a search engine 
that contains information about crimi-
nal and civil cases in Circuit and Fam-
ily Courts as well as certain civil cases 
in the District Courts. 

The current Ho‘ohiki site has been in 
place since it first launched in 2000. 
The new upgrade is built upon the ex-
isting search engine to make it easier for 
users to search and access court records. 

JIMS New Milestone 
Criminal records will be available for 
online viewing and purchase in Janu-
ary 2017. 

The Judiciary Information Mangement 
System (JIMS) is integrating Circuit and 
Family Court Criminal (adult) cases from 
Ho‘ohiki (the legacy mainframe) into 
eCourt Kokua. In 2016, software devel-
opment, operational preparations, user ac-
ceptance testing, and training took place to 
meet the January 2017 go-live target date. 

Once implemented, Judiciary employ-
ees, government agencies, law enforce-
ment, attorneys, and the public will all 
enjoy greater access and services: 

• Judiciary employees will be able to 
share data and documents between 
courts more quickly through elec-
tronic documents. 

• Law Enforcement will have de-
livery of felony bench warrants 
within 24 hours via eBench War-
rant statewide, and the data entry 
and filing of hard copies with new 
electronic warrants currently re-
quired will be eliminated. 

• Attorneys will be able to eFile in 
Circuit and Family Court adult 
criminal cases via the Judiciary 
Electronic Filing and Service Sys-
tem (JEFS) 365 days of the year. 

They will also be able to access case 
information and documents online 
quickly, and receive e-mail notices 
for all filings via JEFS. 

• The public will be able to search 
eCourt Kokua instead of Ho‘ohi-
ki for online access to Circuit and 
Family Court adult criminal cases, 
and purchase public documents 
online for electronically filed 
documents in Circuit and Family 
Court adult criminal cases. 
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Structure of the Court System
 

SUPREME COURT 
Authorized Positions 

Courts: 1 Justices: 5 Other: 35 

FY `16 Expenditures 
$3,583,765 

INTERMEDIATE COURT 
OF APPEALS 

Authorized Positions 
Courts: 1 Judges: 6 Other: 25 

FY `16 Expenditures 
$2,978,722

  BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
• Judicial Council 
• Board of Bar Examiners 
• Disciplinary Board 

SECOND CIRCUIT 
Authorized Positions 

Courts: 3 Judges: 9 Other: 198 

FY `16 Expenditures 
$16,418,941 

FIFTH CIRCUIT 
Authorized Positions 

Courts: 3 Judges: 4 Other: 95 

FY `16 Expenditures 
$7,582,334 

FIRST CIRCUIT 
Authorized Positions 

Courts: 3 Judges: 48 
Other: 1,070�5 

FY `16 Expenditures 
$85,683,533 

THIRD CIRCUIT 
Authorized Positions 

Courts: 3 Judges: 11 Other: 217 

FY `16 Expenditures 
$19,406,333 

Hawaii’s Courts of Appeal is comprised of the Supreme Court and the Intermediate Court of Appeals.
Hawaii’s trial level is comprised of Circuit Courts and District Courts.  Family Courts are included in the 
District and Circuit Courts.  Hawaii’s trial courts function in four circuits that correspond approximately 
to the geographical areas served by the counties.
The First Circuit serves the City and County of Honolulu.
The Second Circuit serves the County of Maui, which includes the islands of Maui, Moloka‘i and Lana‘i.
The Third Circuit, divided into the districts of Hilo and Kona, serves the County of Hawai‘i.
The Fourth Circuit is no longer used as a circuit designation.  The Third and Fourth Circuits merged in 1943.
The Fifth Circuit serves the County of Kaua‘i, which includes the islands of Kaua‘i and Ni‘ihau.
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Office of the Administrative Director 
of the Courts 

AdministrAtive director of the courts 

chief Justice 
Authorized Positions: 228 

FY ‘16 Expenditures 
$33,082,140 

informAtion technology & systems depArtment 

informAtion technology And communicAtions division 

JudiciAry informAtion mAnAgement system office 

records mAnAgement office 

reprogrAphics center 

policy & plAnning depArtment 

Budget division 

cip division 

plAnning And progrAm evAluAtion division 

internAl Audit office 

legislAtive coordinAting / speciAl proJects office 

reseArch And stAtistics office 

intergovernmentAl & community relAtions depArtment 

stAff Attorney’s office 

communicAtions And community relAtions office 

lAW liBrAry 

center for AlternAtive dispute resolution 

children’s Justice centers 

JudiciAry history center 

office on eQuAlity And Access to the courts 

office of the puBlic guArdiAn 

*Reports to the Administrative Director of the Courts 
for administrative purposes only 

JudiciAry security & emergency mgmt office eQuAl employment opportunity unit/AdA office 

commission on JudiciAl conduct*JudiciAl selection commission* 
Authorized position: 1 

fy’16 expenditures 

$117,197 

deputy 

AdministrAtive director of the courts 

humAn resources depArtment 

AdministrAtive services division 

compensAtion mAnAgement division 

employee services division 

stAffing services division 

lABor relAtions division 

disABility clAims mAnAgement division 

JudiciAl educAtion office 

AdministrAtion fiscAl office 

finAnciAl services depArtment 

finAnciAl services division 

contrActs And purchAsing division 

AdministrAtive driver’s license revocAtion office 
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Courts of Appeal
 
Supreme Court 
The Supreme Court of Hawai‘i is the 
state’s court of last resort.  The Su-
preme Court hears appeals brought 
before the court upon applications for 
writs of certiorari to the Intermediate 
Court of Appeals and applications for 
transfer from the Intermediate Court 
of Appeals.  The Supreme Court also: 

•	 Hears reserved questions of law 
from the circuit courts, the land 
court, and the tax appeal court; 

•	 Hears certified questions of law 
from federal courts; 

•	 Hears applications for writs to 
judges and other public officers; 

•	 Hears complaints regarding elec-
tions; 

Supreme Court Justices 
and their Terms 

Chief Justice Mark E. Recktenwald 
September 14, 2010 - September 13, 2020 

Associate Justice Paula A. Nakayama 
April 22, 1993 - April 21, 2023 

Associate Justice Sabrina S. McKenna 
March 3, 2011 - March 2, 2021 

Associate Justice Richard W. Pollack 
August 6, 2012 - August 5, 2022 

Associate Justice Michael D. Wilson 
April 17, 2014 - April 16, 2024 

•	 Makes rules of practice and pro-
cedure for all state courts; 

•	 Licenses, regulates, and disci-
plines attorneys; and 

• Disciplines judges. 

Each appeal is decided on the basis 
of the written record. In some cases, 
the court may hear oral arguments. 
The court takes no evidence, except 
in original proceedings. Each justice, 
or a substitute from the Intermediate-
Court of Appeals or the Circuit Court, 
participates in every substantive mat-
ter before the court. 

The Supreme Court is composed of a 
Chief Justice and four Associate Jus-
tices. Justices are appointed by the 

Governor from a list of not less than 
four and not more than six names sub-
mitted by the Judicial Selection Com-
mission. 

A justice’s appointment is subject 
to confirmation by the State Senate. 
Each justice is initially appointed for 
a 10-year term. To be considered for 
appointment, a person must be a resi-
dent and a citizen of the state and of the 
United States and licensed to practice 
law by the Supreme Court of Hawai‘i 
for not less than 10 years preceding 
their nomination. After initial appoint-
ment, the Judicial Selection Commis-
sion determines whether a justice will 
be retained in office. A justice may not 
serve past age 70. 

(Front row left to right) Associate Justice Paula Nakayama, Chief Justice Mark 
Recktenwald, Associate Justice Sabrina McKenna, (back row left to right)      
Associate Justice Richard Pollack, and Associate Justice Michael Wilson. 
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Intermediate Court of Appeals
 
The Intermediate Court of Appeals 
(ICA) hears almost all appeals from 
trial courts and some agencies in the 
state of Hawai‘i. 

The Intermediate Court of Appeals 
has discretionary authority to enter-
tain cases submitted without a prior 
suit if there is a question of law that 
could be the subject of a civil action 
or a proceeding in the Circuit Court 
or Tax Appeal Court, and the parties 
agree upon the facts upon which the 
controversy depends. 

Cases in the Intermediate Court of 
Appeals may be transferred to the Ha-
wai‘i Supreme Court upon application 
to the Supreme Court under circum-
stances set out in the Hawai‘i Revised 
Statutes. The ICA’s Judgments on Ap-
peal and dismissal orders are subject 
to the Hawai‘i Supreme Court’s dis-
cretionary review by way of an appli-
cation for a writ of certiorari. 

The ICA is composed of six judges 
who sit on panels of three. Judges are 
appointed by the Governor from a list 

of not less than four and not more than 
six names submitted by the Judicial 
Selection Commission. 

A judge’s appointment is subject to 
confirmation by the State Senate.  Each 
judge is initially appointed for a 10-
year term. After initial appointment, 
the Judicial Selection Commission 
determines whether a judge will be 
retained in office.  A judge may not 
serve past age 70. 

Intermediate Court of Appeals Judges 
and their Terms 

Chief Judge Craig H. Nakamura 
April 16, 2009 - September 15, 2019 

Associate Judge Daniel R. Foley (retired) 
October 2, 2000 - December 30, 2016 

Associate Judge Alexa D.M. Fujise 
June 10, 2004 - June 9, 2024 

Associate Judge Katherine G. Leonard 
January 30, 2008 - January 29, 2018 

Associate Judge Lawrence M. Reifurth 
March 11, 2010 - March 10, 2020 

Associate Judge Lisa M. Ginoza (Front row left to right) Associate Judge Daniel Foley; Chief Judge Craig Nakamura; 
May 6, 2010 - May 5, 2020 Associate Judge Alexa Fujise; (back row left to right) Associate Judge Katherine 

Leonard, Associate Judge Lawrence Reifurth, and Associate Judge Lisa Ginoza. 
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Courts of Appeal (cont.)
 

Status Of Pending Cases 
There were 774 primary cases and 64 
supplemental proceedings pending in 
the Courts of Appeal at the end of the 
fiscal year. 

Actions Filed 
There were 855 primary cases filed in 
the Courts of Appeal during the 2015-
16 fiscal year (23 applications for 
transfer, 746 appeals, and 86 original 
proceedings). 

Supplemental proceedings, which 
arise out of primary cases, are com-
prised of motions and special stipu-
lations. In fiscal year 2015-16, 2,883 
supplemental proceedings were filed 
in the Courts of Appeal. 

Terminations 
The Courts of Appeal terminated 
858 primary cases during fiscal year 
2015-16, compared with 670 primary 
cases terminated during the previous 
fiscal year.  
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Circuit Court
 
Mission 
The mission of the Circuit Court is to 
expeditiously and fairly adjudicate or 
resolve all matters within its jurisdic-
tion in accordance with the law. 

All jury trials are held in the Circuit 
Courts, which have general jurisdic-
tion in civil and criminal cases. Cir-
cuit Courts also have exclusive juris-
diction in probate, guardianship, and 
criminal felony cases, as well as civil 
cases where the contested amount ex-
ceeds $40,000. Circuit Courts share 
concurrent jurisdiction with District 
Courts in civil non-jury cases that 
specify amounts between $5,000 and 
$40,000. 

Additional cases dispensed by the Cir-
cuit Courts include mechanics’ liens 
and misdemeanor violations trans-

ferred from the District Courts for jury 
trials. 

Circuit Court judges are appointed to 
10-year terms by the Governor from a 
list of not less than four and not more 
than six nominees provided by the 
Judicial Selection Commission. The 
appointees are subject to confirmation 
by the State Senate. 

Actions Filed 
Filings in the Circuit courts totaled 
17,676 cases in fiscal year 2015-16. 
Of the cases filed, 12,974, or 73%, 
were civil cases, and 4,702, or 27%, 
were criminal cases. 

Terminations 
During fiscal year 2015-16, the Circuit 
Courts terminated 15,456 cases. 

Status of Pending Cases 
At the end of the 2015-16 fiscal year, 
a total of 53,019 cases were pending 
in the Circuit Courts proper. This in-
cludes 11,335 criminal cases, of which 
8,814 were active or deferred cases 
and 2,521 were inactive cases. 

Adult Probation Divisions 
There were 3,455 investigations com-
pleted during fiscal year 2015-16. 
In supervision cases, where persons 
were placed on probation or subject 
to court-ordered control, including 
offenders released from the Hawai‘i 
State Hospital, there were 5,926 new 
placements added to the 19,498 cases 
pending at the start of the fiscal year. 
Of these, 4,949 cases were closed, 
leaving 20,475 open at the end of the 
2015-16 fiscal year. 
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Circuit Court Judges and their Terms
 

First Circuit 

Karl K. Sakamoto (retired) 
1st Division 
June 1, 2000 - December 30, 2016 

Steven S. Alm (retired) 
2nd Division 
May 14, 2001 - August 31, 2016 

R. Mark Browning 
3rd Division 
Deputy Chief Judge / Senior Family 
Court Judge, Family Court 
May 6, 2010 - May 5, 2020 

Glenn J. Kim 
4th Division 
April 30, 2007 - April 29, 2017 

Jeannette H. Castagnetti 
5th Division 
September 30, 2010 - September 29, 
2020 

Jeffrey P. Crabtree 
6th Division 
November 25, 2014 - November 24, 
2024 

Dean E. Ochiai 
7th Division 
February 15, 2013 - February 14, 
2023 

Richard Perkins (retired) 
8th Division 
Deputy Chief Judge 
Criminal Division 
May 6, 1994 - June 30, 2016 

Virginia Lea Crandall 
9th Division 
April 1, 1991 - March 31, 2021 

Rhonda A. Nishimura 
10th Division 
June 20, 2003 - June 19, 2023 

Karen S. S. Ahn (retired) 
11th Division 
May 10, 2000 - June 30, 2016 

Shirley M. Kawamura 
12th Division 
December 17, 2015 - December 16, 
2025 

Dexter D. Del Rosario (retired) 
13th Division 
April 15, 1994 - December 30, 2016 

Gary W. B. Chang 
14th Division 
June 1, 1999 - May 31, 2019 

Edwin C. Nacino 
15th Division 
January 28, 2010 - January 27, 2020 

Christine E. Kuriyama 
16th Division 
November 25, 2014 - November 24, 
2024 

Rom A. Trader 
17th Division 
March 27, 2009 - March 26, 2019 

Edward H. Kubo Jr. 
18th Division 
March 11, 2010 - March 10, 2020 

Fa‘auuga L. To‘oto‘o 
19th Division 
October 7, 2010 - October 6, 2020 

Colette Y. Garibaldi 
20th Division 
September 30, 2010 - September 29, 
2020 

Bert I. Ayabe 
21st Division 
Deputy Chief Judge 
Civil Division 
June 10, 2004 - June 9, 2024 

Karen T. Nakasone 
22nd Division 
November 1, 2011 - October 31, 2021 

Derrick H. M. Chan 
23rd Division 
Chief Judge 
August 25, 2000- August 24, 2020 
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2022 

Second Circuit 

Peter T. Cahill 
1st Division
 
September 17, 2012 - September 16, 


Rhonda I. L. Loo 
2nd Division 
June 9, 2011 - June 8, 2021 

Joseph E. Cardoza 
3rd Division 
Chief Judge 
June 24, 1999 - June 23, 2019 

Richard T. Bissen, Jr. 
4th Division 
April 29, 2005 - April 28, 2025 

Third Circuit 

Greg K. Nakamura 
1st Division Deputy Chief Judge / Se-
nior Family Court Judge 
April 18, 1994 - April 17, 2024 

Glenn S. Hara (retired) 
2nd Division 
June 25, 2004 - December 30, 2016 

Ronald Ibarra 
3rd Division 
Chief Judge 
May 10, 1989 - May 9, 2019 

Melvin H. Fujino 
4th Division 
December 18, 2015 - December 17, 
2025 

Fifth Circuit 

Randal G. B. Valenciano 
1st Division 
Chief Judge / Senior Family Court 
Judge 
June 14, 2007 - June 13, 2017 

Kathleen N.A. Watanabe 
2nd Division 
August 17, 2005 - August 16, 2025 
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Family Court
 
Mission 
The mission of the Family Court is to 
provide a fair, speedy, economical, and 
accessible forum for the resolution of 
matters involving families and children. 

The Family Courts were established by 
statute in 1965 to hear all legal matters 
involving children, such as delinquen-
cy, waiver, status offenses, abuse and 
neglect, termination of parental rights, 
adoption, guardianship and detention. 
The Family Court also hears tradition-
al domestic relations cases, including 
divorce, nonsupport, paternity, uni-
form child custody jurisdiction cases, 
and miscellaneous custody matters. 

District Family Court judges are ap-
pointed to six-year terms by the Chief 
Justice from a list of at least six names 

submitted for each opening by the Ju-
dicial Selection Commission, subject 
to confirmation by the State Senate. 

Actions Filed 
A total of 27,067 cases were filed in 
the Family Courts in fiscal year  2015-
16. 

Terminations 
Terminations totaled 25,425 in fiscal 
year 2015-16. 

Status of Pending Cases 
There were 25,816 cases pending at 
the end of fiscal year 2015-16. 
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Family Court Judges and their Terms
 

First Circuit 
R. Mark Browning 
First Circuit Court 
3rd Division 
Deputy Chief Judge / Senior Family 
Court Judge 
May 6, 2010 - May 5, 2020 

Fa‘auuga L. To‘oto‘o 
First Circuit Court 
19th Division 
October 7, 2010 - October 6, 2020 

Jennifer L. Ching 
June 24, 2005 - June 23, 2017 

Sherri-Ann L. Iha 
August 26, 2010 - August 25, 2022 

Lanson K. Kupau 
June 9, 2011 - June 8, 2017 

Paul T. Murakami 
June 7, 2002 - June 6, 2020 

Dyan M. Medeiros 
July 10, 2015 - July 9, 2021 

Steven M. Nakashima 
August 26, 2010 - August 25, 2022 

Catherine H. Remigio 
June 23, 2011 - June 22, 2017 

Kevin A. Souza 
February 15, 2013 - February 14, 2019 

Bode A. Uale 
October 27, 1992 - October 26, 2022 

Matthew J. Viola 
August 26, 2010 - August 25, 2022 

Second Circuit 
Joseph E. Cardoza 
Second Circuit Court 
3rd Division 
Chief Judge / Senior Family Court 
Judge 
June 24, 1999 - June 23, 2019 

Keith E. Tanaka 
March 9, 2007 - March 8, 2019 

Lloyd A. Poelman 
December 13, 2013 - December 12, 
2019 

Third Circuit 
Greg K. Nakamura 
Third Circuit Court 
1st Division 
Deputy Chief Judge / Senior Family 
Judge 
April 18, 1994 - April 17, 2024 

Aley K. Auna, Jr. 
April 4, 2000 - April 3, 2018 

Henry T. Nakamoto 
June 10, 2014 - June 9, 2020 

Fifth Circuit 
Randal G. B. Valenciano 
Fifth Circuit Court 
1st Division 
Chief Judge / Senior Family Court 
Judge 
June 14, 2007 - June 13, 2017 

Edmund D. Acoba 
May 27, 2011 - May 26, 2017 

Hawai‘i State Judiciary Annual Report 2016  Page 35 



         

 
 

 

 

District Court
 
Mission 
The mission of the District Court is to 
serve the people of Hawai‘i through 
the fair and efficient adjudication and 
resolution of cases and controversies 
brought before it. 

The District Courts have exclusive 
jurisdiction over traffic infractions 
and summary possession or eject-
ment proceedings (landlord-tenant), 
regardless of the claim amount. The 
District Courts also have jurisdiction 
over non-jury trial civil cases where 
the debt, amount, damages, or value of 
the property claimed does not exceed 
$40,000, or where the remedy sought 
is specific performance valued under 
$40,000, criminal offenses punishable 
by fine or by imprisonment not ex-
ceeding one year, cases arising from 

violations of a county ordinance, and 
petitions for restraining orders for re-
lief from and for injunctions against 
harassment. 

District Court judges are appointed 
to six-year terms by the Chief Justice 
from a list of at least six names sub-
mitted for each opening by the Judicial 
Selection Commission, subject to con-
firmation by the State Senate. 

Caseload Activity (Excluding 
Traffic) 

Actions Filed 
During the 2015-16 fiscal year, 54,535 
cases were filed in the District Courts. 
Civil actions represented 41% of fil-
ings, and criminal actions represented 
59% of filings. 

Terminations 
A total of 50,000 cases were terminat-
ed in the District Courts during the fis-
cal year. 

Status of Pending Cases 
There were 65,722 cases pending at 
the end of fiscal year 2015-16. 

Caseload Activity (Traffic And 
Parking) 
New filings totaled 413,586 cases in 
fiscal year 2015-16. 

Terminations totaled 465,248 cases in 
fiscal year 2015-16. 

Pending cases at the end of fiscal year 
2015-16 totaled 252,785 cases. 
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District Court Judges and their Terms
 

First Circuit 
Barbara P. Richardson (retired) 
Deputy Chief Judge 
May 5, 2000 - December 30, 2016 

James H. Ashford 
September 30, 2013 - September 29, 
2019 

William M. Domingo 
May 18, 2015 - May 17, 2021 

Hilary Benson Gangnes 
May 22, 2002 - May 21, 2020 

Gerald H. Kibe (retired) 
January 6, 1995 - December 30, 2016 

Lono J. Lee 
June 10, 2003 - June 9, 2021 

David W. Lo (retired) 
August 23, 2000 - December 30, 2016 

Linda K. C. Luke 
December 29, 1986 - December 28, 
2022 

James C. McWhinnie 
December 17, 2015 - December 16, 
2021 

Melanie Mito May 
June 23, 2011 - June 22, 2017 

Clarence A. Pacarro 
June 7, 2002 - June 6, 2020 

Michael K. Tanigawa 
August 26, 2010 - August 25, 2022 

Paul B. K. Wong 
May 29, 2012 - May 28, 2018 

Lanson K. Kupau 
June 9, 2011 - June 8, 2017 

James S. Kawashima 
June 30, 2016 - June 29, 2022 

Second Circuit 
Kelsey T. Kawano 
Deputy Chief Judge 
August 29, 2008 - August 28, 2020 

Adrianne N. Heely 
May 14, 2012 - May 13, 2018 

Blaine J. Kobayashi 
October 12, 2010 - October 11, 2022 

Keith E. Tanaka 
March 09, 2007 - March 08, 2019 

Lloyd A. Poelman 
December 13, 2013 - December 12, 
2019 

Third Circuit 
Henry T. Nakamoto 
Deputy Chief Judge 
June 10, 2014 - June 9, 2020 

Harry P. Freitas 
June 1, 2007 - May 31, 2019 

Margaret Masunaga 
December 2, 2014 - December 1, 2020 

Lloyd X. Van De Car (retired) 
June 1, 2007 - July 29, 2016 

Darien W. L. Ching Nagata 
May 20, 2016 - May 19, 2022 

M. Kanani Laubach 
August 10, 2016 - August 9, 2022 

Dakota K. M. Frenz 
October 31, 2016 - October 30, 2022 

Fifth Circuit 
Edmund D. Acoba 
May 27, 2011 - May 26, 2017 

Trudy K. Senda (retired) 
Deputy Chief Judge 
May 4, 2001 - December 30, 2016 
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Per Diem Judges 

First Circuit 
Patricia C. Aburano 

Ronald A. Albu 

Gale L. F. Ching 

Rebecca A. Copeland 

Brian A. Costa 

Richard J. Diehl 

Philip M. Doi 

Peter C. K. Fong 

David J. Gierlach 

Thomas A. K. Haia 

Steven A. Hartley 

Jeffrey A. Hawk 

Na‘unanikina‘u Kamali‘i 

Lenore K. J. H. Lee 

Wilson M. N. Loo 

Michael A. Marr 

Linda S. Martell 

Paula Devens-Matayoshi 

Patricia A. McManaman 

Dyan K. Mistsuyama 

John A. Montalbano 

Trish K. Morikawa 

Kevin T. Morikone 

Russel S. Nagata 

William J. Nagle III 

Alvin K. Nishimura 

Maura M. Okamoto 

Blake T. Okimoto 

Karen M. Radius 

Nancy Ryan 

Randal I. Shintani 

Frances Q. F. Wong 

Second Circuit 
Jan K. Apo 

Michelle L. Drewyer 

Kirstin Hamman 

Fredrick Matson Kelley 

Douglas J. Sameshima 

Third Circuit 
Anthony K. Bartholomew 

Peter Bresciani 

Michael J. Udovic 

Diana L. Van De Car 

Fifth Circuit 
Jonathan J. Chun 

Robert M. Goldberg 

Daniel G. Hempey 

Joseph N. Kobayashi 

Laurel Loo 

Joe P. Moss 

Sara Lee Silverman 
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Support Services
 
Mission 
The mission of the Office of the Ad-
ministrative Director of the Courts is 
to promote the administration of justice 
in Hawai‘i by providing professional, 
responsive administrative support to 
the Chief Justice, the courts, and Judi-
ciary programs.  Support services help 
to expedite, facilitate and enhance the 
mission of the Judiciary. 

Administration 
The Office of the Administrative Direc-
tor of the Courts is responsible for daily 
operations of the court system. The Ad-
ministrative Director is appointed by the 
Chief Justice with the approval of the Su-
preme Court, and is assisted by the Dep-
uty Administrative Director. 

The Equal Employment Opportunity/ 
Americans with Disabilities Act Officer 

and the Judiciary Security Emergency 
Management Office are attached to the 
Deputy Administrative Director. 

Administrative programs are divided 
into five departments: 

The Intergovernmental and Commu-
nity Relations Department includes: 
Staff Attorney’s office, King Kame-
hameha V Judiciary History Center, 
Children’s Justice Centers, Law Li-
brary, Center for Alternative Dispute 
Resolution, Communications and 
Community Relations, Equality and 
Access to the Courts, and Office of the 
Public Guardian. 

The Information Technology and Sys-
tems Department includes: Informa-
tion Technology and Communications, 
Judiciary Information Management 
System, Records Management and the 
Reprographics Center. 

The Policy and Planning Department 
includes:  Budget and CIP Division, 
Planning and Program Evaluation, 
Reporting and Statistics Office, In-
ternal Audit, Special Projects/Leg-
islative Coordinating Office, and 
Capital Improvement Repair and 
Maintenance office. 

The Human Resources Department 
includes: Administrative Services, 
Compensation Management, Em-
ployee Services, Disability Claims 
Management and Judicial Education. 

The Financial Services Department 
includes: Fiscal Services Division, 
Contracts and Purchasing Division, 
and Administrative Drivers’ License 
Revocation Office. 

On April 6 the Kaua‘i Children’s Justice Center, the Kaua‘i Police Department, Department of Health, 
YWCA, Friends of the Children’s Justice Center of Kaua‘i, and others planted a pinwheel garden in front 
of the YWCA to create awareness of child abuse on Kaua‘i. The pinwheels symbolize every child’s right to 
a positive childhood and serve as a visual reminder that the community of Kaua‘i is actively supporting 
families in preventing the risk factors that lead to child abuse. 
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Court of Appeals  4.15% $6,562,486.87 

First Circuit 52.01% $82,154,888.40 

Second Circuit 10.40% $16,418,940.80 

Third Circuit 12.29% $19,406,333.35 

Fifth Circuit  4.80% $7,582,333.97 

Judicial Selection Comm  0.07% $117,196.68 Judicial Courts of 
Administration 16.27% $25,703,611.85 Selection 

Commission 
Administration Appeal 

Total $157,945,791.92 Fifth Circuit 

Third Circuit 

First 
Circuit 

Second Circuit 

Financial Resources
 
Appropriations for the Hawai‘i State Judiciary are made 

Total State Government by the Legislature on a statewide basis, with each fiscal 
Appropriations year beginning July 1 and ending June 30. Both the 

From State General Fund operating and capital improvements budgets of the Ju-
diciary are legislatively detemined each biennum with Fiscal Year 2015-2016 
operating monies allocated from the State General and 
Special Funds and capital improvement monies from The Judiciary 2.25% $158,236,146.00 
the State Capital Project Fund. The Legislature 0.55% $38,604,414.00 

The Executive 97.20% $6,834,494,727.74 Combined, the State General and the Capital Proj-
ect funds represent over 94.4 percent of the funding Total $7,031,335,287.74 
source of the Judiciary expenditures. The Legisla-
ture appropriated $158,236,146 from the State Gener-
al Fund for operations during the current fiscal year, The Legislature 

The Judiciarywhich constitutes 2.25% of the total state general 
fund appropriations.  Other operating monies come 
from federal funds, trust funds and special revenue 
funds, such as the Driver Education and Training Fund. 

State General Fund 
The Executive Expenditure By Court 

Element 

Fiscal Year 2015-2016 
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Program 
FY 2016 
Actual 

Expenditures 

FY 2017 
Planned 

Expenditures 

Proposed 
Biennium Budget 
Appropriations* 
FY 2018 

Proposed 
Biennium Budget 
Appropriations* 
FY 2019 

JUD 101 Courts of Appeal 

General Fund 6,562,487 6,879,797 6,980,704 7,072,757 

JUD 310 First Judicial Circuit 

General Fund 82,154,888 84,354,505 85,364,131 85,934,459 

Special Fund 3,528,645 4,303,649 4,303,649 4,303,649 

JUD 320 Second Judicial Circuit 

General Fund 16,418,941 16,858,861 17,165,631 17,396,252 

JUD 330 Third Judicial Circuit 

General Fund 19,406,333 19,922,476 20,176,683 20,345,759 

JUD 350 Fifth Judicial Circuit 

General Fund 7,582,334 7,747,614 7,984,148 8,200,043 

JUD 501 Judicial Selection Commission 

General Fund 117,197 98,790 98,790 98,790 

JUD 601 Administration 

General Fund 25,703,612 27,155,664 27,512,596 27,167,387 

Special Fund 7,365,377 7,993,737 7,993,737 7,993,737 

Revolving Fund 13,151 343,261 343,261 343,261 

Totals 

General Fund 157,945,792 163,017,707 165,282,683 166,215,447 

Special Fund 10,894,022 12,297,386 12,297,386 12,297,386 

Revolving Fund 13,151 343,261 343,261 343,261

 * Subject to final legislative review. 

State General Fund Expenditures
	
By Cost Category
	

Fiscal Year 2015-2016
	

Equipment 2.15% $3,401,074.55 

“Other” Current Expenses 27.47% $43,394,398.11 

Payroll Costs 70.37% $111,150,319.26 

Equipment 

Payroll Costs 

"Other" 
Current 

Expenses 

Total $157,945,791.92 
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