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Office of the Administrative Director of the Courts — THE JUDICIARY - STATE OF HAWAI'l .
§ 417 SOUTH KING STREET + ALINGLANI HALE + HONOLULU, HAWAI'1 96813- 2902 - TELEPHONE (808) 539-4900 - FAX 5394855

Michael F. Broderick
ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR

Clyde W. Namu‘o
DEPUTY ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR

MEMORANDUM

DATE: June 26, 1998

TO: All Court Users

FROM: Michael F. BroderickW

Administrative Director of the Courts
RE: Increased Court Fees as related to Act 128 (1998)

On July 1, 1998, Act 128 (1998) will take effect requiring the courts of the Hawai‘i State
Judiciary to collect increased filing fees on certain types of cases. The Act authorizes these
increased filing fees as a means of generating revenues for the State of Hawai‘i, while preserving

access to the court system.

This legislation represents a move towards charging a flat filing fee that incorporates the
cost of filing an original complaint or petition as well as the cost of filing additional pleadings
(i.e. motions, memo, etc.) related to the same case. Cases affected by this flat filing fee concept
include Family Court matrimonial, adoption and guardianship actions. Cases not subject to the
flat filing fee concept include Circuit Court guardianship, trust and probate actions and District
Court small and regular claims civil cases.

In addition to the increased filing fees, the courts will continue to collect the indigent and
parent education surcharges for those cases affected by the surcharges. Also, in the event that a
party is unable to afford the increased filing fees, judges of all the courts of the State have the
discretionary power to waive all or part of the filing fee in any case where the cost may, to the

judge, appear onerous.

The following chart outlines the various case types with accompanying fee increases.
Should you have any questions regarding this announcement, please contact Clyde Namu‘o at

539-4902.
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Michael F. Broderick
ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR

Clyde W. Namu’o
DEPUTY ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR

MEMORANDUM

DATE: June 26, 1998

TO: Chief Clerk of the Appellate Courts
Chief Court Administrators of the Circuit and District Courts
Directors of the Family Courts

FROM: Michael F. Broderick W %/

Administrative Director of the Courts
RE: Increased Court Fees as related to Act 128 (1998)

Act 128 (Senate Bill No. 721, S.D.1,HD.2, C.D.1, Relating to the Judiciary) was signed
into law on June 22, 1998. This Act authorizes the increase of certain court filing fees in the
Appellate, Circuit, District, and Family Courts as a means of generating revenues for the State of
Hawai‘i, while preserving access to the court system. The Act’s effective date is July 1, 1998.

The legislation represents a move towards charging a flat filing fee that incorporates the
cost of filing the original complaint or petition as well as the cost of filing additional pleadings
(i.e. motions, memo, etc.) related to the same case. Cases affected by this flat filing fee concept
include Family Court matrimonial, adoption and guardianship actions. Cases not subject to the
flat filing fee concept include Circuit Court guardianship, trust and probate actions and District
Court small and regular claims civil cases.

In addition to the increased filing fees, the courts will continue to collect the indigent and
parent education surcharges for those cases affected by the surcharges. If a party is unable to
afford the increased filing fees, judges of all the courts of the State have the discretionary power
to waive all or part of the filing fee in any case where the cost may, to the judge, appear onerous.
Attached please find a chart that outlines the various case types with accompanying fee increases
as well as a list which identifies certain exceptions. The Judiciary will be monitoring the
implementation of this Act and, where necessary, look towards further housekeeping
amendments in the next legislative session.

Regarding Family Court cases, we have attached a list of motions and other pleadings
that are no longer subject to the collection of a $15 fee. This list should be used as a guide and
may not be exhaustive. We have also enclosed a sign that should be displayed near your court

documents receiving counters.



Thank you for your assistance in implementing this measure. A memorandum
announcing the increased filing fees, along with the chart, will be distributed to affected court
users for their information. Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this new law,
please contact Deputy Administrative Director Clyde W. Namu‘o at 539-4902.

G:\common\wpdocs\98leg\sb721a.mem
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