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CONCURRI NG OPI NI ON BY NAKAMURA, C. J.

| concur in the result. In ny view, the trial court
has the authority to establish procedures for conducting a
settl enment conference, including, in appropriate circunstances,
requiring sonme but not all of the parties to attend in person.
However, | agree that in this case, the trial court abused its
discretion in dismssing Plaintiff-Appellant Janmes Jungblut's
conplaint with prejudice for Jungblut's failure to personally
appear at the settlenent conference, w thout addressing the
merits of Jungblut's proffered explanation for his nonappearance.



