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Bill No. and Title: Senate Bill No. 2619, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, Relating to Aeronautics.

Purpose: Replaces criminal penalties for certain airport offenses addressed in Chapter 261, Hawai‘i
Revised Statutes, or in certain administrative rules or orders issued pursuant thereto, with a civil penalty.

Judiciary's Position:

The Judiciary takes no position on the merits of Senate Bill No. 2619, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, however the
Judiciary is concerned by the use of the term “civil penalty.” The bill would amend Section 261-21,
Hawai‘i Revised Statutes to amend certain airport offenses from a misdemeanor to penalties termed as a
“civil penalty.” The Judiciary would like to suggest that the term “civil penalty” be replaced with the
term “fine” and that it be clear that these offenses are violations. As a violation, the court would be able
to maintain consistency and continuity with other violations within the penal code.

The Judiciary would like to suggest that this bill be amended to be the same as House Bill No.
2590 H. D. 2, which makes it clear that these airport offenses are violations subject to a fine.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill No. 2619, S.D. 2, H.D. 1.



